
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Whereas last year was all about getting NSWBA’s house in order (by  
appointing highly competent office staff, overhauling the accounts, revamping the 
playing facilities and replacing obsolete equipment), this year the focus has been on 
tackling major policy issues.  
 
The main one that Council grappled with was whether it was appropriate for the 
NSWBA as the state governing body to be operating a bridge club. Of concern was 
the possibility that the state activities were subsidising the club to some extent. To 
ascertain whether that was the case, a detailed analysis of the financial contribution of 
each activity over two full ANC cycles, i.e. the past 16 years, was undertaken. It 
revealed that in the years where the ANC was held in Perth & Darwin it was in fact 
the club that was doing the heavy lifting, though the reverse was true when the ANC 
was held closer to home. Overall, neither activity subsidised the other to any 
appreciable extent. (Anyone interested in obtaining a copy of the analysis may contact 
the office.) 
 
Another issue that was examined was the feasibility of devolving state selection and 
championship events to prominent Sydney clubs. While some clubs found this 
appealing in principle, on closer examination, the modest revenue and onerous 
responsibilities involved made the proposition commercially unattractive. 
Concurrently a survey of players at our daytime sessions highlighted the valuable 
service that the NSWBA club was providing to the, largely pensioner, inner-city 
community. 
 
All these factors when taken together persuaded Council that there was no real 
alternative but to have the NSWBA continue to perform its current dual role. What 
the exercise did highlight however was the need to do so in a fair and transparent 
manner that could withstand scrutiny by any interested party. The first tangible 
product of this new mindset has been the removal of the surcharge levied on members 
of affiliated clubs playing in state selection and championship events.  
 
Another policy issue that was addressed was whether the NSWBA and the FABC 
should amalgamate so as to streamline the governance of bridge in NSW and 
eliminate wasteful duplication of effort and resources. The Councils of the two bodies 
decided, independently, that this is a desirable objective and will be recommending it 
to their respective members in the year ahead. In anticipation of this, the NSWBA has 
resolved to take a more active role in assisting and supporting our affiliated clubs and 
one product of this was the very successful workshop held in Tamworth over the 
October long weekend focused on upgrading the skill set of bridge administrators. 
 
There have been some notable developments on the people front this year. Matthew 
McManus has relinquished his director accreditation duties while retaining the role of 
Chief NSW Tournament Director. Tony Howes has taken over the position of NSW 
Director Accreditation Convener. The NSWBA council has reappointed Keiran 
Crowe-Mai as our ABF delegate for another three years. Council has also awarded a 
$500 Schauffelberger Grant to Nick Rodwell to allow him to attend the 7th World 
Junior Bridge Camp in Slovakia. He promptly rewarded our faith in him by walking 
away with the WBF Youth Award at the camp. 



 
Nor have member amenities been entirely neglected. The reopening of the canteen at 
selected sessions, with Jennifer Cufar at the helm, has proved very popular. So too has 
the reopening of the library which was accompanied by borrowing fees being 
abolished and the purchase of whole swag of new books. 
 
Lastly, the NSWBA held a very successful fundraiser as part of Stroke Recovery 
Week at which Ron Klinger was the guest speaker. We thank him for his generous 
support. 
 
 
Dr Alex Yezerski 
Chairman 

 
 



TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
The accounts for the year show a loss of $47,302 compared to a profit last year of 
$65,149. 
 
This result is not as poor as it appears for several reasons: 
 

• The 2005 results are inflated by the $50,000 legacy from Bobby Evans. 
• The 2005 results include the Sydney ANC profit, which also meant they 

included no interstate travel grants. 
• The result is after depreciation of $33,219 about two thirds of which relates to 

the premises which are, in reality, now worth well in excess of $1 million. 
 
During the year, a lot of work has been done on restructuring the way we manage our 
accounting system and present the figures.  The 2005 figures have been re-allocated in 
the same way to ensure consistent comparisons are presented.  I am very grateful to 
the work started by Mike Phillips and my predecessor Mike Hughes last year in this 
regard.  This allows us to report our income and expenses more accurately to Council 
– for example we can now quickly isolate and report the income and primary 
expenses for each event we run. 
 
In recognition of the fact that the NSWBA has a dual role as State Association and 
bridge club operator, a great deal of work has also been done in seeking to separate 
our accounts between “State” and “Club”.  While such an exercise is always 
subjective (how do you allocate the electricity bill between State and Club for 
example?), I hope to publish the calculations in future to more openly disclose to 
affiliated clubs how their affiliation fees are spent and to stop unproductive 
squabbling about who subsidises who. 
 
As referred to in the Chairman’s report, Council has been exploring possible NSWBA 
restructure scenarios to see if better use can be made of our assets (primarily the 
premises).  This has involved extensive financial modelling, work which is still 
ongoing. 
 
Our loan with the ABF remains at $150,000.  No repayments were made during the 
year. 
 
Regrettably we have continued to see falling (or at best static) attendance at regular 
duplicates and tournament sessions, as well as reduced support of State events by 
affiliated clubs.  With rising costs, and an expensive ANC year (Perth) coming up 
with high interstate travel subsidies, it is necessary to raise our charges and we have 
attempted to “spread the pain” across all our stakeholders.  None of these fees have 
been raised since 2004 and some before that. 
 
Item Current New Impacts 
Full NSWBA membership $65 $70 All NSWBA members 
Table money (green point sessions) $7 $8 Regular duplicate players 
Monday night tournament sessions 
that are not State championships 

$12 $15 Tournament players 

Affiliation fees per registered player $5.50 $8.00 Affiliated clubs 



 
The affiliation fee increase is intended to give us the opportunity to provide more 
services directly for the benefit of NSW affiliated clubs.  Even though the rise may 
appear high in percentage terms, it should be noted that it represents less than 5 cents 
a week for each player.  Furthermore, compared to affiliation fees charged by other 
States, the NSW rate is still low.  Those clubs that attended the highly successful 
NSWBA roadshow in Tamworth over the October long weekend will have already 
seen one of the benefits available.  More will follow. 
 
I would like to end with thanks to the office manager Liz Fanos and assistant Carrie 
Foster who handles the day to day accounting function for the NSWBA. 
 
Julian Foster 
Treasurer NSWBA 

 



TOURNAMENT REPORT  
 
 
EVENTS 
 
ANC 
 
At the Interstate teams in Adelaide, NSW was represented by: 
 
Open (1st)  Womens(2nd)  Seniors (4th)  Youth  (3rd) 
A. Peake  B. Gupta  T. Goodyer  O. Wu 
M. Green  L. Druckman  L. Varadi  M. Weng 
M. Bloom  M. Robb  B. McDonald  J. Hornibrook 
P. Gill   W. Halvorsen  A. Walsh  K. Hornibrook 
M. Chadwick  M. Watts  J. Mottram  S. Chan 
K. Morrison  H. Renton  F. Budai  S. Yuen 
D. Wiltshire (npc) P. Jamieson (npc) P. Jamieson (npc) D. Wiltshire (npc) 

 
Other successes included: Peake – Neill (Open Butler) and Barnes – Wiltshire (Open 
Pairs). Congratulations to all on such a fine performance for NSW. 
 
There were some changes made for this year’s ITS qualifying event. A Last Train was 
introduced so that country players, and others unable to play many qualifying nights, 
could participate. Regrettably the numbers were down slightly due to OzOne 
commitments overseas, the world championships in Verona and a lack of advertising 
to the country clubs. This will be done better next year. The Open and women’s were 
run in parallel again as a result of the feedback from the women players. This was a 
well received improvement and allowed the seniors to be played later. The new 
seniors’ format over two weekends also proved popular and allowed all eligible 
players to try to make the team. 
 
Teams of 3 
 
The numbers for the Teams of 3 were much better this year as a result of the efforts of 
Judy Mott. She organized the teams and the captains and helped out with much of the 
organizing during the day with the help of Mary Anne Brifman. Our hostess was 
again Judy Frazier who did an excellent job making it a fun time for all. Thank you all 
very much for your support of the club and see you there again next year. Thanks also 
to the captains for their time and support of this event. 
 
Sydney Spring Nationals  
 
In October the NSWBA hosted the Sydney Spring Nationals which was convened and 
organised by Kim Neale. She did an exceptional job yet again and the numbers were 
well up from last year. The format was changed this year to combine the former 
Sydney Festival with the Spring Nationals. The Spring National Open Teams was 
modified to include a semi-final and a final after the nine round Swiss. The winners 
were Pauline Gumby, Warren Lazer, Murray Green and Andrew Peake. The Dick 
Cummings Pairs was modified to be a matchpointed pairs event with victory point 
conversion. All participants were very complimentary of the new format and it was 



won by Martin Bloom and Ted Chadwick. The Women’s and Senior’s teams were run 
concurrently and these proved to be very popular events. The Women’s was won by 
Paula Shroor, Rena Kaplan, Sue Weal, Kathy Yule, Candice Feitelson and Cathy Mill 
and the Senior’s by Ron Klinger, Bill Haughie, David Lillee, Zolly Nagy, John Lester 
and Gabby Lorentz. Congratulations to all. After a lot of consultation with players and 
officials the session times were changed to exclude night play. This again proved to 
be very popular but there was still some ‘waiting around’ time between the afternoon 
sessions that it may be possible to reduce next year. Please let us know your thoughts 
so that we can improve these events and gain more support from the players. 
 
Directors 
 
In general our table numbers have levelled out and started to improve after some 
decline. We have been well served by our very popular directors this year. Peter 
Jamieson’s sessions on Monday and Wednesday continue to thrive. Ted Chadwick’s 
Tuesday game is popular as are the games of Charles Klassen and Marcia Scudder on 
Thursday and Friday respectively. I would also like to thank Inez Glanger who helped 
us out with some directing on Saturdays and also Liz Fanos who has filled in 
wherever necessary and has just picked up her own session on Tuesday evenings. 
Unfortunately one of our most popular and long serving directors, Dave Griffiths, has 
left us due to ill health. He has been a great friend and supporter of the Association for 
a very long time. It is his personal popularity that has made his sessions so successful 
and he will be sorely missed by all. We thank him sincerely for all he has done and 
hope to see him playing at the club soon.  
 
People 
 
Thanks must also go to the following; 
 

• Matthew McManus for his expert directing and handling of all things so 
professionally. 

• Tina Zines for her quality teaching and supervised sessions. 
• Members of the tournament committee for their support. 
• Liz Fanos for her excellent management of the club and the friendly way she 

helps the directors and players. Thanks also to Carrie Fisher for her support of 
Liz and the club. 

• Pauline Gumby for coordinating the NSWBA calendar, the congress calendar 
and maintaining the website. There is a plethora of useful information at 
www.nswba.com.au. 

• Warren Lazer who does an exceptional job writing tournament regulations and 
updating event brochures and so much more. 

 
2006 
 
This year the tournament committee: 
 

• Updated the tournament regulations for all events at the NSWBA 
• Updated the tournament regulations for the new Spring Nationals 
• Introduced monthly competitions for all non-championship sessions 

http://www.nswba.com.au/


• Surveyed the Monday night players to assess the viability of changing the 
championship night to Wednesday. The results showed a 2 to 1 preference for 
Wednesday night over Monday night, however the very congested national 
calendar means we would end up with less nights for championship bridge. 
We will look at this next year. 

 
All in all it was a very busy year and a lot has been achieved for the benefit of our 
members. 
 
 
Kim Morrison 
Tournament Committee Chairman 
 



 
 
 

Sponsorship Report 
 
 
As a not-for-profit-organisation, the NSW Bridge Association relies on the generosity 
of Sponsors to ensure quality prizes for events  
throughout the year.    
 
This year, the Sydney Bridge Festival and the Spring Nationals were combined for the 
first time as the Sydney Spring Nationals which was held in November at the Hakoah 
Club. The event was generously sponsored by DeBortoli Wines, The Sydney Morning 
Herald, Manzoni Accessories, Postfree Bridge Books and The Bridge Shop.  
  
Another event on the NSW Bridge Calendar is the very popular Teams of Three. This 
event, which allows inexperienced players to form a team and play with an expert 
captain and team mate, was supported by Manzoni Accessories and DeBortoli Wines. 
 
The NSW Bridge Association is proud to list DeBortoli Wines, Manzoni Accessories 
and The Sydney Morning Herald as sponsors on our website. They are also 
acknowledged in the NSWBA Bulletin which is published every two months and 
distributed to all bridge clubs in NSW. 
 
We thank DeBortoli Wines, The Sydney Morning Herald and Manzoni for their 
continued support and trust that they will continue their patronage in 2007. 
 
 
Kim Neale 
 
 

 
LIBRARY REPORT 

 
 
The Library has seen a lot of new arrivals over the year. Two dozen new books were 
purchased and the collection is definitely worth a look. Borrowing numbers haven't 
been too bad, but it remains the case that most members don't borrow. Also, a lot of 
back copies of magazines have been donated (thanks Ron and Colin). We now have a 
collection that includes Australian Bridge, Bridge World and other magazines from 
the U.S., England, France, Ireland and New Zealand.  
   It remains very easy to borrow from the Library. You choose what you want, put the 
title and your name in the Borrowing Book (found in the Office) and you have two 
weeks to read it. 
 
Nick Horne 
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