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Chairman’s Report  
 

 

The NSWBA continued to run smoothly in 2012. 
 
In club operations there has been a promising stream of new players moving through Ed Barnes’ 

lessons and into supervised play. It is vital that we find successful ways to continue to bring in new 
players to avoid a decline in numbers as existing members age. Maintaining and indeed increasing 
player numbers is perhaps our biggest strategic challenge. 
 
In high level competition, NSW performances at the Australian National Championships were 
below our usual expectation, but  the Australian Open representative team included four NSW 
players (out of six). There were 2 NSW players in the Women’s team and 3 in the Senior  team. 

Over half of the top twenty masterpoint earners nationally are from NSW and play regularly at the 
NSWBA. 
 
I am pleased with our continuing success in delivering support to affiliated clubs in Sydney and 
across NSW. I am greatly appreciative of the efforts of the four Regional Councillors, Louis 
Koolen, John McIlrath,  Duncan Munro and Graeme Payne in helping with this. Particular 
highlights have included two workshops for teachers presented in conjunction with the ABF 
National Teaching Coordinator, Joan Butts, and a series of workshops for directors presented by the 
NSW Head of Director Accreditation, Tony Howes. We also continue to offer financial support for 
teaching outside the metropolitan area. In June 2012 we again held an annual meeting of 
representatives from across all areas of NSW to help us provide as much support as we can to 
affiliated clubs on issues that are most important to them.  
 
I am stepping down as Chairman at the 2012 AGM after five years in the role. I am confident that 
the new Council under the leadership of Julian Foster will see the NSWBA in good hands. 
 
In closing I wish to particularly thank everyone who has supported me this year and helped so much 
with the smooth running of the NSWBA. In particular, our friendly and efficient office staff, Liz 
Fanos and Carrie Foster, our directors and teachers, webmaster and Bulletin editor, and the 
hardworking members on Council.  
 
Bruce Neill  
Chairman 
  



Treasurer’s Report 

 
The NSWBA made a net profit of $42,300 compared with $37,770 in 2011. 
 
The profit is higher than was originally budgeted for, the main variances being as a result of: 
 

· The successful running of the Spring National event held in October  

· The popularity of beginners’ lessons 

· The change in format of the ITS 

· Timing differences caused by annual tournaments falling in the same fiscal year 
 
Table money from regular duplicate games continues its downward trend but despite this, the cost 
for a regular game will remain at $10 in 2013. 
 
Cash held at 30th September 2012 was $273,417  (2011: $236,886).  It is expected that some of 
these funds will be used in the 2013 year for refurbishment of the club rooms and improved air 
conditioning. 
 
The ex-FABC Trust fund remains operational.  Various funds were paid out from the Trust, mainly 
in the form of travel grants to country players to attend State events. 
 
Helena Dawson 
Treasurer 
NSWBA 
  



Tournament Committee Report - 2012 
Tournament Committee members during 2012 have been Michael Wilkinson (chairman until his 
resignation in June), Julian Foster (acting chairman since June), Warren Lazer, Matthew McManus, 
Jamie Ebery and Lynn Kalmin. 
 
The four teams sent to the ANC in Darwin were: 

Open Women Youth Senior 

Julian Foster (npc) Marcia Scudder (npc) David Wiltshire 
(npc) 

David Wiltshire 
(npc) 

Pauline Gumby Helen Lowry Adam Edgtton Paul Lavings 

Warren Lazer Berri  Folkard Liam Milne Marlene Watts 

Andrew Peake Frances Lyons Nabil Edgtton George Bilski 

Orlando Wu Heather Cusworth Jennifer Black Misha Solar 

Nick Rodwell Di Smart Ed Burrowes Richard Douglas 

Fraser Rew Nevena Djurovic James Ferguson Ross Stuart 

 
The NSW team results this year were probably slightly disappointing overall relative to 
expectations.  The open team finished 3rd missing the final by a tiny margin.  The seniors team 
finished 4th

.  Both the Youth and Womens’ teams made the finals but both lost to WA. 
 
NSW fared better in the Butler pairs events.  David Beauchamp won the Open partnering Nathan 
Van Jole, Pauline Gumby and Warren Lazer finishing 3rd.  Marilyn Chadwick and Toni Sharp 
finished 2nd in the womens.  The seniors was won by Terry Brown/Avi Kanetkar with Paul 
Lavings/Marlene Watts 2nd and Bob Richman/Sara Tishler 3rd. 
 
The changes made to the structure of the open and womens ITS qualifying events in 2012, 
particularly around the scoring and the scheduling of the final stages across 2 weekends, did not 
prove popular.  Accordingly, the format and scoring in 2013 will be reverting to something much 
more closely related to the previous 3 stage format. 
 
The Spring Nationals were recently held at their new venue of Canterbury Racecourse.  This 
location proved to be highly successful and a lot easier to travel to than many sceptics had believed 
(!) and the event was once again a great success.  Many thanks to the convener Marcia Scudder ably 
assisted by John Scudder.  We have now been informed that the convention space at the 
redeveloped  Randwick Racecourse will differ from our previous expectations and the intention is 
therefore to make Canterbury a permanent home for the Spring Nationals. 
 
Thanks as usual are due to the various personnel who assisted in the smooth running of our 
tournaments during 2012: 

Convenors Marcia Scudder, John McIlrath, Ian Price, Jan Mitchell, Louis Koolen, 
Nick Hughes, Matthew McManus 

Directors Matthew McManus, Peter Jamieson, Charles Klassen, Marcia Scudder, 
Liz Fanos, Agi Szollos, Sarah Carradine 

Teachers/Supervised Ed Barnes, Sarah Carradine 

Office Staff Liz Fanos, Carrie Foster 

 
Finally I would like to close by acknowledging Val Cummings who died in October.  Val was a 
member of the Tournament committee for many years and made many valuable contributions. 
 
Julian Foster 
Acting Tournament Committee chairman 2012 



Youth Report  

 
The main objective of Youth Bridge is getting as many people involved with the game as possible, 
and then moving those people from Youth to Open bridge. This year we have been able to start up 
new Youth sessions with people who haven't previously been involved. However, there have been 
fewer youth players than I would have hoped, and those players have been reluctant to move into 
non-Youth sessions. 
 
Stephen Williams, while he lived in Sydney, and subsequently David Wang have taught bridge once 
a week at Sydney Girls' High School. David, along with Peter Gill and Paul Gosney, has also run a 
Schools session, for those of high school age and younger on a Friday afternoon. There is also a 
youth session on Friday evenings, about an hour later.  
 
The NSW Youth Playoffs were had six pairs entered, two more than last year. Two pairs were 
contending, two were non-contending and two had one contending and one non-contending 
member. Three eligible players were also involved in a training weekend for the Australian Youth 
team at the same time and place. The team was Ed Burrows-James Ferguson (2nd in Playoffs); 
Adam Edgtton-Liam Milne (Youth Training weekend); Jenn Black (1st in trials (with Cathy Hui))-
Nabil Edgtton (Youth Training weekend). The team, captained by Dave Wiltshire, came 2nd in the 
Youth ANC, losing the final to West Australia. 
 
However, it is far from ideal to have only nine players wanting to represent what has traditionally 
been one of the strongest youth states. It was also disappointing that the scheduled Youth Triathlon 
(Individual, Pairs and Teams) in November was reduced to a Pairs event only, owing to lack of 
interest. 
 
In short, there have been some positive signs, but there is still much work to be done. 
 
Fraser Rew 
 


