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Chairman’s Report 

 

The most significant event this year was clearly the merger of the NSWBA club operations 

with those of Sydney Bridge Centre in April.  Our key drivers behind this move were: 

- the NSWBA’s own club sessions had been in steady decline for some years; 

- there was no-one specifically dedicated to running the club; 

- wedid not have a consistent program helping players progress from beginners 

through supervised sessions, further lessons, and ultimately into regular duplicates 

and perhaps tournament play. 

We felt there was still demand for a club in or near the city and it was therefore appropriate 

to invest to give it every chance to flourish into the future.  This merger made geographical 

sense and allowed us to welcome Will Jenner O’Shea and Vanessa Brown who have jointly 

filled that dedicated club role.I would particularly like to thank Will, Vanessa and Richard 

Douglas for the many hours of discussions they took part in to help bring the deal about, as 

well as Council for having the courage to take decisive action such as this rather than 

continue to procrastinate! 

 

I am sure many players will have noticed the significant improvements in the look and feel 

of the Goulburn St playing rooms and I am pleased to see a rise in the supervised session 

numbers already which bodes well for the future.  Another phenomenal success has been 

the monthly Friday workshops which have several times attracted over 100 players.  Credit 

must go to both Ian Lisle who began these workshops and to Will who has successfully 

continued them.  More details about the club operations can be found in a separate report. 

 

At present we are now operating from three locations, Goulburn St, Rozelle and Henley.  It 

is the medium term intention to seek new combined premises aimed at addressing the key 

problems faced at the current venues (parking at Goulburn St, security of tenure and 

exclusivity of use at Rozelle and Henley).   This is still at an early stage and members will be 

kept informed given that such a move will obviously be a significant change for all of 

us.However I remind members that following a comprehensive study of premises issues 

headed by John Scudder and John McIlrath, Council endorsed the view that Goulburn Street 

is not a viable long-term solution.  We will be moving! 

 

The other key change made at the time of the merger was to start using different names for 

our “State” operations (NSWBA) and our “Club” operations (Sydney Bridge Centre).  This is 

intended over time to create more of an identity for the State body amongst NSW affiliated 

clubs, too many regarded the NSWBA as “just another club” and not as the State body that 

is there to support and assist them. 

 

 

 



Moving now to those State activities, the key highlights have been: 

- Mid-year meeting for all our Regional representatives.  As usual this meeting was 

valuable to share information and build the network that is so critical to us. 

- Extensive updates to the Affiliated Clubs page of the NSWBA website which now 

make up a great resource that includes sections providing advice and assistance 

about all aspects of running a bridge club. 

- Continuing support for the teaching program with financial assistance for seminars 

run by Joan Butts in Kiama and the Southern Highlands; plus a lunch for teachers at 

Coffs Harbour. 

- The new Under 100MP State pairs championship.  This has proved very popular, 

especially amongst Country clubs, and provides a great opportunity for newer 

players to try out some competition without having to travel long distances or face 

open level players. 

- NSW licensed gold point events (a) Coffs Harbour, (b) Spring Nationals.  Both were 

extremely successful and many thanks to both convening teams.  Marcia Scudder 

has given notice that, after six years, she intends to step down from convening the 

Spring Nationals after the 2016 tournament and we are therefore looking for a 

replacement. 

 

One tournament that has not proved so successful is the Country carnival.  Finals were held 

in Port Macquarie in October but, despite financial support from the ABF and NSWBA, the 

event has struggled to gain traction.  Consequently Council has decided it will not be 

continued in 2016.  Alternative options for Country players in all categories now exist via the 

Under 100MP championship, State Restricted pairs & teams events, and specific Country 

finals in the State Mixed and Open Pairs. 

 

Finally, my thanks all those involved in helping making the NSWBA work during 2015, 

particularly our office staff Liz Fanos and Carrie Foster as well as many others.  Thanks also 

to Graeme Payne, David Reddel and Louis Koolen who are stepping down from the Council 

this year. 

 

 

Julian Foster 

Chairman 

 



Treasurer’s Report 

 

The net profit for the year ending 30th September, 2015 was $3,918 (2014: $76,004, 2013: $3,468). 

This compares with a budgeted loss for the year of $4,000.  

 

Significant variances between 2015 and 2014 are: 

 

 Net tournament income: (decrease $37,000) and Prizes, trophies and Grants: (decrease 

$26,000).The Australian National Championships (ANC) 2014 was hosted by NSW and made 

a profit. In 2015, the ANC was held in Fremantlethus increasing expenses relating to the 

travel and subsidies for the NSW team representatives.  

 

 Table money,supervised income and lesson income (increase $69,000) and supervisors 

expenses, tournament directors and wages (increase $38,000) and rent (increase $21,000). 

The NSWBA merger with the Sydney Bridge Centre (SBC) in April has increased both table 

numbers and the related club expenses. 

 

 Canteen expenses (increase $15,000).The SBC has hosted 1,535 tables at the Rozelle and 

Henley venues during the period 1 April to 30 September increasing overall Canteen 

expenses. 

 

The merger transaction with SBC has resulted in Goodwill which is shown in the balance sheet at 

amount of $144,764. This includes $75,000 in future commitments which are all contingent and 

required to be booked under Accounting Standards. 

 

Cash held at 30th September 2015 was $365,717 (2014: $415,981). 

 

Helena Dawson 

Treasurer, NSWBA 



TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE REPORT - 2015 
 

The Tournament Committee for 2015 consisted of Warren Lazer (Chairman), Julian Foster, 

Lynn Kalmin, Matthew McManus,Nigel Rosendorff, Michael WilkinsonandPauline Gumby 

(observer).  

 

NSW teams performed well in Fremantle in the 2015 ANC teams.  The Open Team 

wasagonisingly close to qualifying for the Final.  The Women’s Team lost the Final to a 

strong ACT team, whilst the Seniors Team had a sound win in their Final against Victoria.A 

very inexperienced Youth team came a commendable fourth. 

 

Representative Teams - 2015 

Open - Captain David Beauchamp (3
rd

) 

Nick Rodwell - Fraser Rew 

Julian Foster - David Weston 

William Zhang - Michael Wu 

Seniors 1 - Captain David Beauchamp (1
st
) 

Mike Hughes - Kim Morrison 

Peter Jeffery - Heather Cusworth 

Bob Sebesfi - Richard Douglas 

Women’s 1 - Captain Judy Mott (2
nd

) 

Giselle Mundell - Avril Zets 

Cathryn Herden - Patsy McCartney 

Monica Ginsberg - Sybil Hurwitz 

Youth - Captain Leigh Matheson (4
th

) 

Junkai Zhou - You Hu 

Dominic Bell - Tomer Libman 

John McMahon - Charles McMahon 

 

NSW players did well in the Butler Pairs Championships, featuring as winners or runners-up 

in all categories.  Tony Nunndeserves a special mention - playing with Justin Howardthey 

completely dominated the Open Butler, essentially leading both stages from start to finish.  

 

Australian Butler Pairs Results - 2015 

Event First Second 

Open Tony Nunn- Justin Howard Terry Brown - Ron Klinger 

Women Marilyn Chadwick - Toni Sharp Jenny Thompson - Eva Caplan 

Seniors Therese Tully - Richard Wallis Bruce Neill - Simon Hinge 

Restricted Lavy Libman - Tomer Libman Nanette Loxton - Brodie Loxton 

 

The Interstate Teams Selectionevents will undergo further changes in 2015.  All four events 

(Open, Women’s,Seniors’ & Youth) will now be completely independent events.  The Open 

will retain its traditional three stages, but will be slightly reduced in length: Stages I and II 

(each over three sessions) will be on Monday nights,and followed by a Final held over a 

single weekend.  In the Women’s and Seniors’ events, which will be held on separate 

weekends, 8 pairswill qualify from the Saturday sessionsto a 4-table Finalon the 

Sunday.Players who don’t qualify will be offered free entry to the concurrent open-entry 

Swiss Pairs Congress on the Sunday. 

 

The past year saw a revision of the NSWBA’s Substitution Regulations.  All substitution 

requests must be made in advance using the on-line form.  I’m happy to report that the change 

has been well received by the players and is working well. 

 



TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE REPORT - 2015 
 

Matters that involve the affiliated clubs: 

 The State Wide Pairs was reduced to 2 sessions and ran slightly earlier in 2015 to avoid a 

clash with the Coffs Coast Congress.  Numbers increased slightly. 

 Michael Wilkinson is now the GNOT Convener for the entire state, looking after all the 

NSW Country regions as well as the Metropolitan area.   

 The Country Carnival will be discontinued.  Although the NSWBA and ABF had agreed to 

fund this event for 3 years, it has become clear that the concept is not popular amongst the 

target clubs. 

 2015 saw the introduction of a new state-wide event aimed specifically for the vast 

majority of players in NSW, those with less than 100 masterpoints.It is subdivided intofour 

flights: 0-10, 10-25, 25-50& 50-100 MPs.The event has so far proved very popular, with 

over 150 qualifying heatsbeing held in 50 different clubs around the state. At the time of 

writing, well over 1000 pairs have participated, half of whom have won red masterpoints 

at B4s level. 

 The Veteran Pairs Championship (for those who turned 70 in 2015) was held at Bowral 

Golf Club in July.  It proved very popular and will be held at the same venue in 2016. 

 

The NSWBA is always conscious of needing to improve communications with our members, 

affiliated clubs and indeed anyone with an interest in bridge.  If you wish to be emailed notice 

of forthcoming events at the NSWBA, make sure you have joined our mailing list - contact 

Pauline Gumbyat webmaster@nswba.com.au.  If you are a player wanting to know what’s 

happening on the Congress scene, sign up to receive the eCongress Newsletter at 

http://www.nswba.com.au/enews/.  The NSWBA Newsletter, edited by Steve Hurley, can be 

downloaded at http://www.nswba.com.au/member/newsletter.html.   

 

The merger with the Sydney Bridge Centre in April precipitated a move to delineate “club” 

events from “state” events.  NSWBA State events are now essentially those that run on 

Monday nights and weekends at the Goulburn St premises.  Other regular sessions and stand-

alone congresses are the province of the SBC club.  Club sessions and directors are not 

covered in this report.   

 

The continuing success of the NSWBA relies to a huge extent on the tireless efforts of its 

paid workers and numerous volunteers. My thanks this yearare extended to: 

 directors Matthew McManus and Ed Barnes 

 our dedicated office staff, Liz Fanos and Carrie Foster 

 Michael Wilkinson (GNOT),  

 Louis Koolen (Country Teams, Restricted Pairs & Teams, Country Carnival) 

 Rob Ward (Veteran Pairs Championship) 

 all club and regional organisers of the various State Championships and the GNOT 

 Dave Weston for answering a multitude of masterpoint questions I had 

 and the entire Tournament Committee. 

 

Warren Lazer (Chairman of Tournament Committee 2015) 

mailto:webmaster@nswba.com.au
http://www.nswba.com.au/enews/
http://www.nswba.com.au/member/newsletter.html


Club Operations Report 

On the first of April the club operations of the NSWBA were merged with those of the Sydney Bridge Centre.  This means 
that the operation has three venues, City, Rozelle and the Henley Community Centre.Vanessa Brown and Will Jenner-
O’Shea became the joint CEOs of the merged operation which uses the name Sydney Bridge Centre to distinguish it from 
the state functions.A committee of John Scudder (chairman), Vanessa Brown, Will Jenner-O’Shea and Liz Fanos was 
established to oversee the operation. 

The new telephone number for club operations is 02 9264 6884.  The new website is sydneybridgecentre.com and the 
new results service is provided by Pianola.  Registered players get an email of their results a few minutes after the session 
results are uploaded to the web.At 1 April the merged operation had 851 registered players which has grown to 907 at 30 
September. 

With the help of the committee the CEOs embarked on a process of improving the Goulburn Street environs:- 

 Chocolate biscuits and a wider choice of hot drinks were introduced; 

 The clutter was boxed, stored or disposed of; 

 New storage cupboards replacing the old shelves under the notice boards were purchased. 

 Some of the noticeboards were upgraded. 

 New larger side tables and comfortable chairs with arms were purchased;  

 The foyer was beautified; 

 Changes were made to most session times to allow players to play in the morning and then have another activity 
in the afternoon; 

 The Tuesday main game and the Intermediate game were merged with the new start time of 10am; 

 The Wednesday morning supervised game was improved by changing its format to a one hour lesson given by 
Johnno Newman followed by two hours of supervised play. 

 Movements were changed to web Mitchells so that players played more of the same boards, usually 27 boards 

 Pensioner discounts have been introduced. 

In addition improvements at all venues include 

 Purchasing of Bridgemates; 

 Introducing EFTPOS and discounted books of tickets; 

 Introducing the Good Support programme which donates to charities in lieu of providing free games; 

 Recruiting Johnno Newman and Ronnie Ng as new directors and Matt Smith as a trainee director. 

Will took over the organising and delivery of the beginner’s lessons and the monthly Friday workshops for intermediate 
players.  The latter is highly successful with more than 100 players attending the sessions. 

The committee is in the process of setting up the North end of the room as a teaching area with a new ceiling mounted 
projector going in this month.  

The SBC ran its first congress, the Winter Teams, successfully and also hosted the Teams of Three for the state body.  In 
2016 the Winter Congress will be the principal congress for the SBC.  It will have Pairs on the Saturday and Teams on the 
Sunday. 

A birthday party event for Marion Rice’s 106
th

 Birthday was held in August. 

There will be a Christmas Party Day in December.  There will be three sessions of bridge on Wednesday 16
th

 December at 
our city venue.  Lunch and Dinner will be provided so players can arrive at the normal time, play bridge and have lunch; 
arrive for lunch and then play bridge; arrive after lunch, play bridge and then have dinner or arrive for dinner and play 
bridge.  This caters for all our members regardless of which hour of the day or at which venue they normally play.  The 
advertised Saturday Christmas Party, which has been normally played alongside the finals of the State Teams event, has 
been converted into a Swiss Pairs congress. 

At the time of writing there are a few niggles:- 

 The ZIP Hydroboil continuous boiling water heater failed and we are having all sorts of problems in sourcing a 
replacement.  The urn is a temporary but frustrating replacement. 

 We are unable to sell the old blue chairs and the charities are not interested in them. 

 There is still some clutter around but the cost of dumping it is prohibitive. 

 

Vanessa Brown  Will Jenner-O’Shea  Liz Fanos  John Scudder 

Club Operations Committee 
October 2015 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


